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Question 1.
What went right for the Union and wrong for the Confederacy in the West?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Union success started outside of Virginia and eventually throughout the whole of the state. The Unionists secured the control of some of the resources within the state such as the control of the Mississippi River, blockading the Confederate coastline and finally penetrating the Confederate interior. The success of the union saved lives of Unionists. Union control of this region was a strategic gain since it allowed the North to launch repeated forays into the Shenandoh Valley and other surrounding regions (McPherson, 2010). The Union destroyed the means of sustenance in the Confederate areas thus reducing the effectiveness of their operations. Whereas, the Confederate collapsed largely because of the vested social divisions within the Southern society.  The Confederate government imposed a variety of policies which included tax-in-kind which increased the cost of products and created scarcity, and impressment.
How did the Civil War impact the Indian nations of the so-called “Five Civilized Tribes” and how did Indian nation leaders decide whether to side with the Union or Confederacy?
The Civil War is significant because it saw the biggest engagement of American Indian soldiers in the war, with almost 1000 of the 16500 Confederate who found during the war (McPherson, 2010). The five civilized tribes that fought in the war were Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek and Seminole who were allied with the Confederacy early in the Civil War. The Indians choose to fight along the Confederates because they were enemies of the Union. “Everyone in the Cherokee Nation … and those now-Confederate states involved in the Trial of Tears (McPherson, 2010).” 
Why do you think this history of the west and the Civil War is not as well known?
It is interpreted that criticism that Confederate civilians directed at Confederate president Jefferson Davis and other leaders as evidence that they rejected the war effort itself. It is further said that the criticism of the Confederate leaders obstructed their leadership abilities such that they could not lead effectively. This probably represents a true shift in allegiances back to the union (McPherson, 2010).  However, recent studies have shown that even when the Confederate civilians criticized the policies of the Confederate government they rarely supported reconciliation of the North.
Question 2. 
What were the main reasons the Union was failing in battle in the eastern theater of the war?
One of the main reasons the Union was failing in the eastern theatre of the war is that the terrain of the area where fighting was taking place favored the Confederates because it had a series of rivers that ran primarily west to east thus making them obstacles rather than avenues of approach and lines of communication for the Unionists. Another reason is that, a commander of the Union field forces who was an inexperienced combat officer in command volunteered soldiers with less experience. Also, the Confederates got reinforcements that arrived by railroad from Johnston’s army; Patterson had been ineffective in keeping them occupied (McPherson, 2010). The Union defeat shocked the North.
How did Lee’s generalship differ from Johnston’s?
Lee believed in decesive battle. In long war the Union would win and thus they needed decesive battle and this is the reason why Lee was attacking whenever it was possible. He also employed static cause since he had run out of soldiers.  He knew that if grant gets himself near Richmond, it will be considered a siege. He outlined the objective and issued the orders but entrusted his corps commanders with their executions (McPherson, 2010). On the other hand, Johnston had no strategy of leading his troop. He only retreated and always gave excuses not to fight. He is said to have been the worst commander that the Confederates had. If he would have been in command in June/July 1862 Richmond could have fallen. 
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